
Parrot adoption services:

by Gayle Schwartz

Feathered Friends
Parrot Adoption
Services, Inc. (FFPAS)
was incorporated in
January 2005, having
previously been known
as Maspeth Bird
Haven, Inc. FFPAS is
a non-profit making
parrot adoption/rescue
organisation that takes
in and helps to find
new homes for parrots
that are unwanted,
have been abused,
or can no longer be
cared for due to a
change in a family's
circumstances.

is quite old for
cockatiels so we
called a sanctuary,
Sunnyskies
Farm, located
in Warwick, NY,
where they will be
able to live their
lives out flying
around with other
cockatiels.

We also
placed a family
of three budgies,

we could not find a home for,
at Sunnyskies Farm. Most
people do not like to adopt
more than one or two birds
at a time and we didn't want
to split them up. These birds
were very lucky to find a forever
home at Sunnyskies Farm
since there is a large open
aviary there for them to fly
around in.

Another bird that came in
for adoption was a Ducorp's
Cockatoo, which had been
sadly abused by its former
owner. This bird was so
plucked that no-one wanted
her, so we found her a forever
home with The Priceless Parrot
Preserve in Ridge, NY.

A fully-feathered Ducorp's Cockatoo.

FFPAS is staffed by myself, my
husband Barry, my stepson
Peter and my mother-in-
law, arid we. are all on the
board of directors. We are a
very small organisation, but
we do a very big job! We
are the only rescue in New
York City devoted entirely to
parrots. So far we have found
homes for over 100 parrots.
Unfortunately, some of the
birds that come in are not

adoptable, but
we are still able to
find them a home
in a place where
they can live their
lives out happily.

For instance,
we had a pair of
cockatiels come
in for adoption.
We were told they
were two years
old, but we found
out they were
actually 15 and 17
years old. This

Marco and Maya,
our friendly
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Parrots that Joined
our(lock
A Maximilian's Pionus named
Jack came to FFPAS on 21
April, 2007. Jack was 17 years
old and because of his age,
we made Jack a permanent
resident. Jack was made
welcome by our two Orange-
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Marco and very soon they all
became great friends and the
three of them loved hanging
out together. The three parrots
loved flying around our living
room and enjoyed time on the
java play-stand, looking out
the living room window. But,
unfortunately, Jack passed
away from heart failure the
following September, just five
month's after coming to live
with us.

On the very same day we
lost Jack, a gentleman came
to us and dropped off his
Black-headed Caique, Harry.
He complained the bird was
constantly screaming. He
told me the caique was eight
months old, but she didn't look
as old as that to me. We did a
bit of detective work and found
out who the breeder was, and I
went to see her. I took the bird
with me and she verified the
caique had been bred by her.
Rather shockingly, she also
showed me the receipt from
the sale. The gentleman had
purchased the bird just five
days earlier.

Harry was actually only
31f2-months old and was
not even fully-weaned. My
husband Barry and I continued
to hand-feed her. Several
weeks later, Harry was eating
pellets, seed mix, fruits, and
vegetables. Harry turned
out to be a hen and we
renamed her Scampi. She is
a wonderful bird and became
a permanent flock member of
the organisation.

Five years ago in July



Stewy, our Blue & Gold Macaw, has stopped plucking
his feathers now he is allowed toys.

gentleman's shoulder while
he was having a barbeque
on his deck and contacted us
through 911 Parrot Alert, an
international lost and found
database, as he could not
keep it. We went to Brooklyn
and brought home this
beautiful Sun Conure. We
posted the parrot on various
internet sites for 30 days, but
no-one got in touch with us.

So, this Sun Conure, who
we named Taco, also became
a permanent resident of the
organisation. Taco became
very attached to me. When
she was out of her cage
and could not see me, she
would go through our house
looking for me, especially
amusing when I was down in
the basement and she had
flown upstairs to our bedroom
looking for me! When she
eventually found me, she would
land on my shoulder and give
me a kiss on the cheek.

If Barry or anyone else

them a:little, peck to remind
them not to come to close,
Taco was very unusual as our
other Sun Conures did not
act like this. It seemed as
though she had chosen me as
her mate because she acted
differently with me, than she
did with Barry.

Taco also loved eating from
our plates and when she found
something she wanted to eat,
she would quickly take it and
then fly up to the curtain rail
with the morsel and sit there
quietly eating it. Unfortunately,
Taco died in July 2011 at the
age of seven years old from a
heart attack. We did not know
she had a heart problem. It
was a very sad day in our
house.

Three weeks after taking
Taco into our household,
we received another call,
this time from 911 Parrot
Alert. A Nanday Conure had
been found in West Village,
Manhattan and the people who
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Buy on..line at www.avitronfcs.co.uk £1
Buddy.The world's only digital Egg Monitor.

For peace of mind during incubation.
Avitronics, PO Box 107, Truro, Cornwall TR1 2YR

Tell Fax: 01872 262777
Email: abi-uk@btconnect.com www.avitronics.co.uk

We are a family business which is run
by bird enthusiasts, having over 35
years of experience working with cage
birds, parrots and pigeons, We have
first class holding facilities if required,
all covered by CCTY. The welfare of
your birds is our priority.

WE ARE A REGISTERED
DEFRA COMPANY

tst Class
Service

We cover ENGLAND, WALES,
SCOTLAND, IRELAND &
EUROPE,POA

Telephone to checkfor possible next day pickup/deliveries

Aviaries & Aviary Panels
From a single panel to a complete aviary
complex. Made from timber or welded
aluminium. Nestboxes and breeding

cages made to requirements.

Seed and Seed Mixtures
With over 200 types of seed and .~

nutritionally balanced mixes in stock we *",
can supply all the food your birds need.
Many mixes are made freshly to order.
Our range of straight seeds is hard to

beat. With a choice of seeds, nuts, fruits,
berries, herbs and softfood to give your

birds the best possible diet.

Supplements
We stock the full range of Aviform and Aves supplements,
shell-sand, limestone, grits, mineral blocks and charcoal.



until her owner was found. I
went by subway to West Village
to pick up the Nanday Conure.
Again, we posted her details
for 30 days, but no-one got in
touch with us, so this beautiful
Nanday Conure also became a
permanent resident.

We named her Onyx and
she will be eight years old this
year. She is my husband's bird
more than mine. After Jack,
our Maximilian's Pionus passed
away, Onyx joined forces with
Maya and Marco and they
began to spend time hanging
out on the play-stand together.
Marco seems to love being in
the company of two hens!

Now they are great friends
and Onyx, Maya and Marco
love to fly around, chasing
each other, and enjoy visiting
each other's cages. Maya
particularly loves going into
Onyx's house and eating
her food. Even though she
has the same kind of food in
her cup in her cage, she still
prefers to eat Onyx's food!

Now we have to remember to
close the cage door so she
can't get in!

Last August 2011 we had
a Blue & Gold Macaw come in
for fostering. Its former owner
did not give him toys to play
with because he destroyed
them ... Instead of having toys
to chew on, he chewed off his
tail and wing feathers. Stewy
has grown back all of his
wing feathers now, but his tail
feathers are not readily growing
back. We made this Blue &
Gold a permanent resident of
FFPAS in February 2012.

Stewy has a wide
vocabulary and is constantly
telling all of the other birds
to, "Shut up," "Come here"
or "Step up." He loves to
give kisses and loves to have
his head and under feathers
scratched. This bird has been
given a better life with us, and
it's great to see that all the love
we give the birds that come in
for adoption respond well and
show they are happy.

Onyx our Nanday Conure.

Taco our Sun Conure who liked
taking morsels off our plates.

All appl£cat£ons are
scrut£nisecl
We have been very lucky
and found homes for many
different types of parrots. We
scrutinise all applications very
carefully and even conduct a
home visit before finalising an
adoption. You can check-out
our website at http://mysite.
verizon.net/vzermrgu to see
the types of parrots that we
have found new homes for.

We were recognised four
years ago for the work we do,
by In Defense of Animals. It
was a great honour for us.
Our former State Senator,
Hon. Serphin R. Maltese
also recognised our work by
having the New York State
Senate issue us a Legislative
Resolution. A part of the
Resolution reads:

"This Legislative Body
recognises and pays tribute
to those organisations and
individuals that faithfully
dedicate their services to

the care and protection of
animals and devote their
tireless energies and selfless
commitment to the humane
treatment of animals."

If you decide you would
like to adopt a parrot, fully
research parrots and the
particular species you are
interested in first. You can
learn much of what you
need to know by going on
the internet. One very good
website is: http://www.
avianwelfare.orgi. Some
parrots are very loud and
some are very quiet. Where
you live may be a big factor
in which type of parrot to
adopt. For example, if you
live in an apartment we
would recommend adopting
a cockatiel, a lovebird or a
Green-cheeked Conure.

Parrots bring such joy
to our house and everyone
who has offered a home
to a parrot through us
has told us they are so
happy with the bird they
adopted. Parrots are very
special and bring a lot of
joy to your lives, if they are
compatible with you and
your family. But, they are a
lifetime's commitment, as
most species live far longer
than cats and or dogs .•

Please see issue June 2008
(No. 125) of Parrots magazine
which contains an article my
husband Barry wrote about our
Rescue.

http://mysite.verizon.net!
vzermrgu/

quality created by competency and passion
MONTANAbird homes are the result of decades of experience coupled with tested

technical expertise. The well-being of the birds ls paramount when creating a
MONTANAbird home. whHst concurrently incorporating useful! features

easing the maintenance of the bird homes for the owners. Our patented
designs. uniQue AVllON~ powder-coatlng plus several technk:al

enhancements. marl<a true MONTANAbird home as the
ultimate res dence for our feathered frleods.

v.'WW.montanacages.co.uk.


